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QUEEN   MARY   OF   MODENA
" FONTAINEBLEAU IJ October.
" According to my promise I send you news of myself from here, which are good, thank God, so far as my health is concerned, though the life I lead here is very different from that of St. Ger-mains; I have hunted four times in very good weather, and the King, as usual, overwhelms us with kindness. . . Our departure is fixed for next Wednesday ; that of the Duchess of Lorraine made us all very sad, she was so afflicted herself, that one could hardly look at her without tears. Monsieur and Madame [Duke and Duchess of Orleans] were, and still are, sad to see. . . The young bride's bearing in all and towards all charmed every one, and me in particular, for I have always loved her, and esteem her now more than ever. I saw Madame de Maintenon twice3 she has been indisposed, but is now recovered ; yesterday I began quite naturally on the chapter of Challiot with her, I told her all we had agreed upon, and many other things ; she told me she had spoken to the King of the state of your house."
The Queen's frequent solicitations on behalf of Chaillot seem to have been sometimes an embarrassment to Madame de Maintenon, who on one occasion pleaded the lateness of the hour for not continuing the subject, and, on another, rather offended the Queen by rising and leaving the room without answering.
" Their Majesties very enemies," says Rizzini, u can do no less than praise the Queen ; a gentleman in Orange's service, led by curiosity to see the wedding of Mademoiselle, now Duchess of Lorraine, said to a person of his acquaintance that the presence of the Queen gave lustre to the splendour of that solemnity. Even Mylord Jersey, the new ambassador, speaks of her with great respect."
COUNT OF TALLARD TO Louis XIV.
" LONDON, 29 December 1698.
him [William III] that I had taken the liberty to confide to Your Majesty what he had said to me regarding King James ; . . . you had replied that Your Majesty's honour was engaged to leave the King of England, who had retired to St Gcrmains, free to remain there so long as he pleased ; that Your Majesty's determination on that point was unalterable, but if ever the King felt a desire
336es still has many friends in this country ; it is certain that if the enterprise of La Hogue had succeeded, the greater part of England would have declared for him ; and it is true that the King of to-day has no solid basis for his maintenance in the country except his army, of which he is master, and the neighbourhood of the Dutch, of whom he is equally sure."
